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Peter Jeavons, who died in March 1997, had been 
a visiting Professor in the Department of Vision 
Sciences at Aston for 15 years until his retire- 
ment 18 months before his death. He had, how- 
ever, lectured at Aston since 1965. His involve- 
ment in Vision came about due to his friend- 
ship with Professor Graham Harding. Both of 
them were electroencephalographers and worked 
together on many clinical conditions including 
photosensitive epilepsy. This relatively rare con- 
dition (1 in 3500 of the population) is one 
of the reflex epilepsies; the precipitating stimulus is 
always visual, either luminance changes or changes 
in contour. 
In 1964 with Brian Bower and Professor Graham 
Harding he began work on photosensitive epilepsy 
and over the next 30 years with Graham Harding 
he studied almost 1000 cases of this condition, by 
far the largest group of these patients ever stud- 
ied in the world. Many publications stemmed from 
these studies identifying both the role of television 
in provoking this type of seizure, different forms ot 
physical therapy, many of which were often sim- 
ple such as covering one eye in the presence of a 
flickering stimulus and sitting more than 2 m from 
the TV set, and which reflected the careful studies 
that the two authors carried out. As well as studying 
the effect of pattern light in precipitating abnormal 
discharges in the brain, they investigated the way 
these developed in the visual cortex and how they 
then precipitated generalized abnormalities and of- 
ten seizures. They noted that the condition was more 
common in girls than boys and that first seizures usu- 
ally occurred around puberty. Peter Jeavons provided 
one of the first reports of video games precipitating 
seizures and was involved in studies of both famil- 
ial factors in photosensitivity and also the long-term 
prognosis for this condition. He was instrumental in 
the introduction of sodium valproate into the UK 
to treat patients with this and other epileptic con- 
ditions. These studies never stopped and indeed on 
the day of his death the galley-proofs for his final 
paper coauthored with Graham Harding on the per- 
sistence of photosensitivity arrived in Birmingham. 
This paper was published in Epilepsia in 1997 shortly 
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after. Their studies also resulted in two books pub- 
lished in 1975 and 1994 (Photosemitive Epilepsy,. 
Harding, G.F.A. and Jeavons, P.M.) reviewed in this 
journal. 
This lifetime study of photosensitivity was not Pe- 
ter Jeavons only involvement in epilepsy. He ran 
both the Epilepsy Clinic at Dudley Road Hospital. 
and the Convulsions Clinic at the Birmingham Chil- 
dren’s Hospital for many years. His vast experience 
of epilepsy contributed not only to many publications 
but also to invited lectures both nationally and in- 
ternationally, and he was awarded the title of An- 
bassador for Epilepsy by the International League 
Against Epilepsy. In 1984 Aston University awarded 
him an Honorary DSc for services to epilepsy, and 
the Royal College of Physicians elected him to Fel- 
lowship. 
Peter Jeavons was born in Birmingham on 29th 
May 1920. He was educated at Stowe School and 
at St. John’s College, Cambridge, where he read nat- 
ural sciences prior to studying medicine. His medi- 
cal training was carried out in the Birmingham area 
at both the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and All Saints 
Hospital, where he became interested in psychiatry. 
Having served in the Royal Air Force as a Neuropsy- 
chiatrist with the rank of Squadron Leader he returned 
to his interest in psychiatry in All Saints Hospital, 
where he became both Consultant Psychiatrist and 
Deputy Medical Superintendent, 
At this time he became interested in the then 
young science of electroencephalography (EEG). He 
attended the first EEG training course held at the Bur- 
den Neurological Institute, trained at the Maudsley 
Hospital under the late Sir Dennis Hill, and then car- 
ried out EEG studies both in psychiatry and epilepsy. 
His growing interest in EEGs caused him to give LIP 
his career as a psychiatrist and become a Consultant 
in Electroencephalography at Dudley Road Hospital 
in Birmingham (now City Hospital). 
Because of his interest in epilepsy he began to 
work with one of his lifetime friends, Dr Brian 
Bower who was then a lecturer in the Institute of 
Paediatrics and Child Health at the University of 
Birmingham and based at The Children’s Hospital. 
The two of them carried out many studies in the field 
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of epilepsy in children, and in particular in the form 
of childhood epilepsy known as Infantile Spasms, and 
produced a joint book on this subject. This was one 
of approximately 100 publications that Peter Jeavons 
authored or co-authored during his working career. 
Having retired from the National Health Service 
when he was 60, he worked at the University of Aston 
as a Professor in the Department of Vision Sciences 
for the following 15 years, running the Photosensitiv- 
ity Clinic at the University. 
He was happily married to Patsy Jeavons (nee 
Woodhouse) who he met when she was also Senior 
Registrar in Birmingham, and they celebrated their 
fiftieth wedding anniversary this summer. He is sur- 
vived by Patsy, his son Michael, who is a Psychia- 
trist in Canada, and his daughter’s in law Maggie and 
Brenda, his other son Richard having pre-deceased 
him nine years ago. 
